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Dear Sir: 

DFCT ,AR ATTON T INDFR T7CFR § 1 232 OF T.AKPV fVRKTFM 
I, Larry O'Brien, hereby declare: 

1. I am the Vice President of Research and Development for Leco Corporation of St. 
Joseph, Michigan, the Assignee of the above-identified application. 

2. I am familiar with the Bredeweg patent 4,622,009, which discloses an analyzer 
Model No. CHN-1000 made by Leco Corporation, the Assignee of the present application. 

3. The Leco analyzer, Model No. CHN-1000, uses a fixed volume ballast chamber. 

4. In the Leco analyzer, Model No. CHN-1000, the fixed distance referred to by the 
Examiner in column 7, lines 57-60, is accomplished by a fixed stop in the ballast chamber for the 
piston. 

5. The Bredeweg '009 patent does not suggest the use of a piston sensor or encoding 
device since the structure disclosed by the ^009 patent uses a fixed piston stop, as seen in Fig. 4, to 
control the fixed distance through which the piston always moves. 



6. The ballast in the ^009 patent is filled to the same volume for every analysis. 

All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true, and further, these statements are made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Sections 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent issued thereon. 
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